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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see Applicants' Remarks, filed 12/27/2005, with respect 
to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-55 under the combination of previous cited references 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in 
view of the combination of new references to Chan et al. (Pub. No.: US 2006/0003736 
Al), Hopper et al. (Pub. No.: US 2003/0048888 Al) and Justice et al. (US. Pat. #: 
6,516,056). 

In response to the Applicants' arguments stated in the above-mentioned remarks 
wherein the Applicants mainly argued and focused on that the previous cited prior art, in 
the combination or alone, fails to clearly teach: 

a) a predetermined recharge amount to the stored- value calling account. However, 
the newfound reference, Chan et al., is believed to teach such features; 

b) the communication program is configured to access a toll free gateway in the 
communication network when communicating with the recharge service. However, the 
newfound reference, Hopper et al., is believed to teach such features; and 

c) applying fraud detection measures in association with the payment account, 
including assessing a risk level of the transaction by identifying any fraud indicators 
associated with the payment account, and determining whether the assessed risk level 
meets or exceeds a predetermined threshold. . However, the newfound reference, Justice 
et al., is believed to teach such features, 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the 

various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were 

made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 

37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not 

commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

3. Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hansen et al. (US Pat #: 5,812,945) in view of Dahm et al. (US. Pat. #: 
6,466,783)(wherein both references were cited in the previous Office Action), and 
further in view of Chan et al. (Pub. No.: US 2006/0003736 Al). 

Regarding claim 7, Hansen et al. ("Hansen") teaches a wireless telephone device 
having an associated stored- value calling account, the wireless telephone device 
comprising: 

a communications program configured to communicate with a recharge service via 
a communication network (i.e., a program would go to refill if the refill was desired by a 
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user; and a process of dialing out a call in a wire communication network such as a 
wireless connection between an antenna of the cellular phone 500 and an antenna 509 of 
the data center 510 as shown in figure 1); and 

a recharge option selectable by a user (i.e., refill option is desired by the user), the 
recharge option being configured to cause the communications program to initiate both a 
connection to the communication network (i.e., wireless connection is initiated between 
the antenna of the cellular phone 500 and the antenna 509) and a recharge transaction 
with the recharge service (i.e., with VRU 499, Computer 51 1 and Vault 512 of Data 
Center 510) via the communication network, in order to add calling units to the stored- 
value calling account (note col.4, line 59 through col.5, line 28). 

It should be noticed that that Hansen teaches a key of keypad is pressed for 
displaying the remaining funds (see col.4, lines 61-64). Hansen fails to clearly teach a 
key of keypad as a selector being pressed as initiating refill service. However, Dahm et 
al. ("Dahm") teaches such feature in col.8, lines 8-10 and figure 5. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Dahm into that of Hanson thus making 
it possible to activate services using any known input means. 

It should be further noticed that both Hansen and Dahm, in combination, fails to 
clearly teaches the well-known features of the recharge option being configured to cause 
the communication program to connect a recharge server of the recharge service and add 
a predetermined recharge amount to the stored- value calling account, as amended and 
argued by the Applicants. However, Chen et al. (Hereinafter, Chan) teaches such well- 
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known features in paragraphs [0039] and [0048]-[0049] for a purpose of quickly and 
precisely replenishing the prepaid account. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the time 
the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of the well-known features of the 
recharge option being configured to cause the communication program to connect a 
recharge server of the recharge service and add a predetermined recharge amount to the 
stored- value calling account, as amended and argued by the Applicants, as taught by 
Chen, into view of Hansen and Dahm in order to quickly and precisely add calling units 
to the prepaid account. 

Regarding claims 8-9, Chen further teaches limitations of the claims in above 
paragraphs [0039] and [0048]-[0049]. 

4. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hansen et 
al. (US Pat. #: 5,812,945) in view of Dahm et al. (US. Pat. #: 6,466,783). 

Regarding claim 13, Hansen teaches a wireless telephone device having an 
associated stored-value calling account, the wireless telephone device comprising: 

a communications program configured to communicate with a recharge service via 
a communication network (i.e., a program would go to refill if the refill was desired by a 
user; and a process of dialing out a call in a wire communication network such as a 
wireless connection between an antenna of the cellular phone 500 and an antenna 509 of 
the data center 510 as shown in figure 1); and 

a recharge option selectable by a user (i.e., refill option is desired by the user), the 
recharge option being configured to cause the communications program to initiate both a 
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connection to the communication network (i.e., wireless connection is initiated between 
the antenna of the cellular phone 500 and the antenna 509) and a recharge transaction 
with the recharge service (i.e., with VRU 499, Computer 51 1 and Vault 512 of Data 
Center 510) via the communication network, in order to add calling units to the stored- 
value calling account (note col.4, line 59 through col.5, line 28). 

It should be noticed that that Hansen teaches a key of keypad is pressed for 
displaying the remaining funds (see col.4, lines 61-64). Hansen fails to clearly teach a 
key of keypad as a selector being pressed as initiating refill service; and wherein the 
recharge option is an entry in a contact list, the entry, upon selection, being configured to 
cause the telephone communications program to initiate a telephone call to the recharge 
service. However, Dahm teaches a key of keypad as a selector being pressed as initiating 
refill service (col. 10, lines 6-13 and figure 5). Dahm further teaches that the wireless 
terminal or client terminal 106 displays a menu providing entries or choices to a plurality 
of aspects of account services including user account, help, service requests, etc... Each 
choice is associated with a link or a URL address. Therefore, there is a list of URL 
addresses associated with the choices (see col. 10, lines 17-35) for a purpose of fully 
providing prepaid services to prepaid customers. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the time 
the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Dahm into that of Hansen thus 
making it possible to activate services using any known input means. 
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5. Claims 23 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hanson et al. (US Pat. #: 5,812,945) in view of Dahm et al. (US. Pat. #: 6,466,783), and 
further in view of Hopper et al. (Pub. No.: US 2003/0048888 Al). 

Regarding claims 23 and 46, Hansen teaches a wireless telephone device having 
an associated stored-value calling account, the wireless telephone device comprising: 

a communications program configured to communicate with a recharge service via 
a communication network (i.e., a program would go to refill if the refill was desired by a 
user; and a process of dialing out a call in a wire communication network such as a 
wireless connection between an antenna of the cellular phone 500 and an antenna 509 of 
the data center 510 as shown in figure 1); and 

a recharge option selectable by a user (i.e., refill option is desired by the user), the 
recharge option being configured to cause the communications program to initiate both a 
connection to the communication network (i.e., wireless connection is initiated between 
the antenna of the cellular phone 500 and the antenna 509) and a recharge transaction 
with the recharge service (i.e., with VRU 499, Computer 51 1 and Vault 512 of Data 
Center 510) via the communication network, in order to add calling units to the stored- 
value calling account (note col.4, line 59 through col. 5, line 28). 

It should be noticed that that Hansen teaches a key of keypad is pressed for 
displaying the remaining funds (see col.4, lines 61-64). Hansen fails to clearly teach a 
key of keypad as a selector being pressed as initiating refill service. However, Dahm 
teaches such feature in col. 10, lines 8-10 and figure 5. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Dahm into that of Hanson thus making 
it possible to activate services using any known input means. 

It should be further noticed that both Hansen and Dahm, in combination, fails to 
clearly teaches the features of wherein the communication program is configured to 
access a toll free gateway in the communication network when communicating with the 
recharge service. However, Hopper et al. ("Hoper") teaches such features in paragraphs 
[0021], [0045], [0053] and [0080] for a purpose of routing calls to prepaid service 
provider. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of the features of wherein the 
communication program is configured to access a toll free gateway in the communication 
network when communicating with the recharge service, as taught by Hopper, into view 
of Hansen and Dahm in order to route calls to desired prepaid service provider for 
providing services to prepaid subscribers' accounts. 

6. Claims 40 and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hansen et al. (US Pat. #: 5,812,945) in view of Dahm et al. (US. Pat. #: 6,466,783), and 
further in view of Justice et al. (US Pat. #: 6,516,056). 

Regarding claims 40 and 55, Hansen teaches a wireless telephone device having 
an associated stored-value calling account, the wireless telephone device comprising: 

a communications program configured to communicate with a recharge service via 
a communication network (i.e., a program would go to refill if the refill was desired by a 
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user; and a process of dialing out a call in a wire communication network such as a 
wireless connection between an antenna of the cellular phone 500 and an antenna 509 of 
the data center 510 as shown in figure 1); and 

a recharge option selectable by a user (i.e., refill option is desired by the user), the 
recharge option being configured to cause the communications program to initiate both a 
connection to the communication network (i.e., wireless connection is initiated between 
the antenna of the cellular phone 500 and the antenna 509) and a recharge transaction 
with the recharge service (i.e., with VRU 499, Computer 511 and Vault 512 of Data 
Center 510) via the communication network, in order to add calling units to the stored- 
value calling account (note col.4, line 59 through col. 5, line 28). 

It should be noticed that that Hansen teaches a key of keypad is pressed for 
displaying the remaining funds (see col.4, lines 61-64). Henson fails to clearly teach a 
key of keypad as a selector being pressed as initiating refill service. However, Dahm et 
al. ("Dahm") teaches such feature in col.8, lines 8-10 and figure 5. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Dahm into that of Hanson thus making 
it possible to activate services using any known input means. 

It should be also noticed that Hansen and Dahm, in combination, fails to clearly 
teaches the features of applying fraud detection measures in association with the payment 
account, including assessing a risk level of the transaction by identifying any fraud 
indicators associated with the payment account, and determining whether the assessed 
risk level meets or exceeds a predetermined threshold. However, Justice et al. ("Justice") 
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teaches such features in the flow chart in figure 4, col.8, line 37 through col. 12, line 32 
for a purpose of preventing fraud from prepaid accounts transactions. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary kill in the art the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the use of the features of applying fraud detection 
measures in association with the payment account, including assessing a risk level of the 
transaction by identifying any fraud indicators associated with the payment account, and 
determining whether the assessed risk level meets or exceeds a predetermined threshold, 
as taught by Justice, into view of Hansen and Dahm in order to prevent frauds from the 
prepaid accounts transactions. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Binh K. Tieu whose telephone number is (571) 272-7510 

and E-mail address: BINH.TIEU@USPTO.GOV . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Mr. Curtis Kuntz, can be reached on (571) 272-7499 and IF PAPER HAS 

BEEN MISSED FROM THIS OFFICIAL ACTION PACKAGE, PLEASE CALL 

Customer Service at (703) 306-0377 FOR THE SUBSTITUTIONS OR COPIES. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(571)273-8300 
Hand Carry Deliveries to: 

Customer Service Window 
(Randolph Building) 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
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In formation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (FAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the FAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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